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OBJECTION 


Agaiaſt the Repeal of the 
Penal Laws + Telſts, 


FF the Conſequences that are imagin'd to fo 

low ug of the Peadl, Shatiner and 
Teſts ( and which ſo many give for the reaſon 
of their diſlike to the Liberty that is ſought by 
it) were indeed ſo _ as the we indufitrt- 
oully repreſented, uld readily fall in with 
the a ealouſie, and help to augment 
the number of thoſe that are for therr-Continu- 
ance; but when I confider how long our Go« 
vernment was Happy without Them, how much 


of Heat and Partaalty prevail'd in theieConfth: 
tution, and how troubleſome and imprafficably: 

that, ig our *preſent 
3 Cie 


weyr ROO, 4 


-('4 ) 5 

| Tircumſtances, They appear a ( Barrieretto- 
our Happineſs, inſtead of|a Bulwgrk to our Re-. 
!:ig1on, 1 cannot but lament the "misfortune of 
the Publick, that thoſe Gentlemen are yet under 
the-fatal miſtake of thinking Them neceflary to 
aur Safety, that with more Reaſon and Chari- 
ty, in my opinion, ſhould Endeavour to ſave 1s 
from the Inconveniences of them. 

; For the Queſtion being \gaiffd againſt Coertron | 
inReligion, and the tmpiety & impolicy of Pex- 
-ſecution, agreed on all hands, all that 1s ſaid by 
the moſt averſe to the ext bole ne Repeal deſired, 
tfues here, - IF the Papiſts ſhould happen! to have 


Power or Eaſe, they are fark fo uſe it to the prejudice 


of the reft, ant therefore it's the Intere -of / the reſt 
zo oppoſe all their attempts to get it. 'he -Conſe- 
quence of which is this, It were better the Power 
of Perſecutron. reſted where it is, - then to- come into 
han1s that woul1 uſe it :more- Rigoroaſly. "1 fay, 
All Arts and Rhetorical./Declamations: ſet--a- 
tide, This 1s the Center and Subſtance of all:that's 
ſaid, by Any Body, againſt the Repeal of the 
Penal Laws,and more eſpecially the Teſts And 

to this I would modeſtly ofter what follows. 
'Þ carl by no means 2. ſhoukl beſo 
much. 


C3] 
much: Danger where there 1s ſo little Truff'” in- 
deed none : And where one does not 7ruſt ene » 
cannot be Deceived: Now there is noT7ruyſt, where 
there wa.Law that puts all Parties out of the Power 
of one another : Ear therefore' is a Law deſired, 
thatthe hazard of -Truſting may be-out of Doors : 
And as this Law may be fram'd; 1 humbly-con- 
ceive, it will not be 1npoſtible to ſecure every 
Party from; the bigottry. of the reſt, elſe, I nwſt 
acknowledge,nothing.will ave us from the mi{- 
chief of Relapſes. And whatever may be ſaid 
againſt a. Legal Security now, 1s as ſtrong: and 
reaſonable. againſt, the hopes of any, whoever 
| has the Chair: : For Ambition, we ſee; is but too 
apt to cxeep- into all Parties, and worldly  Do- 
minion has been. an. old and powerful Baite : If 
Law cannot ſecure us againſt it, we ſhall ever 
be to ſeek: for the aſſurance we defire in this 
World. It will yet be ſaid, That the beſt Law 
Men can make, \ is nothing without Execution, and 
That bemg in the Power of. T hoſe whoſe Prin:iples 
or Intereſts may lead them to Evade or Pervert it, the 
Inſecurity is the ſame ; yes with their leave 
that ghink ſo, it is one thing to diſpence with a 
Pg ariaw againſt a thing, not. evil. rn it ſelf;,and 


all- 
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- xnother to violate = Law of LOTT 214 
. Safety, which is evil in it| ſelf ; for this were 
both to Repeal and Make Laws without a Parli- 


ament, which the Judges of no Raign have ever 
attempted to deliver for 


If the Law prof 4 Repeal Penal Laws 


for Religion (and furel on Propos 'd for — 
end) the Prince of birddetF cannot Ena&. a 


nal Law to burt any body, whatever be his Reli 
gion, and we are fo ar ful from the Miſcheif 
of . Perſecution, tho-our ſecurity went no Tar- 
ther, But that we ſhould be '* ſafe, becauſe 
the King, we ſo much Fear, ts ready to Can 
jou ta GREAT CHARTER for Li 
berty of Canſcience, by which, it ſhall be Declared 
the "RIGHT » of Mankind to make a free and 
open choice and profeſſion of Faith and Worſhip to- 
wards G OD, and a —*5 Agr y Conftraint mT 
terruption upon that m, 1s Imprety, an 
aft Evil tn rel and that Law,therefore ai 
penfible, - Is, 1 muſt confeſs, a Notion very 
Extraordinary. However, It is not hard to Ex- 
ecute a Law, when it is beſt Executed by ans 
nothing, for letting men alone comph-+ bett 
with ch an'One,and theComman Law 1&'fes 


(> Y 
them, ns well as this, from thoſe that meddle 
jones + , Wor: | 
I know it ts further Objefed, that tho this were 
done;. it would not reſt here, A Parliament might 
quickly be Packt to over-throw this Eftabliſhment, 
and then we fhould be all ruind; for we ſhould 
not only. have Laws of the ſevereſt Nature, but 
force -< _ them. But : _— as the 
ObjeQtion looks, permit me-to ſay,there is more 
of Art _ Truth or Force ink; For don't 
we fee that Wapers are every where laying b 
theÞreſent Rnegics of Liberty, That bo King 
can't, even: with the help of bis Diſſenters, get @ 
Parkament - that will Repeal the Penal Laws and © 
Teſts, and yet that they ſhould pretend to fear 
he may get Oze to Repeal Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, and EnaCQ the Bloodieft Laws in lieu of 
x (to whichto be fure the Difſenters will neyer 
effft) is a contradiction, like that of Magnifying 
the Prerogative, and Raylng at the Declarati- 
on,. - Crying down-Cormmon Wealths Men, and 
Oppofingthe-Monarehby conſtantly with their Ar- 

ments ; Frghting againſt the diftimAion of the 

fatural an Political Capacity of the King, 
and making it every day to ſerve their own turn, 


and 


(8), 
-and upon the worſt terms toa, Perſecution, 1 
- mean. But waving the Humour, let us examine 
the Fear : In my opinion 'tis Groundleſs ; for 
ſince their Maſter-piece, the Letter to-a Diſence 
tells us, that there can be no danger of the Bet, where 

"the Odds are ſo great as T wh undred to One, 'we 
muſt . conclude hat Objedion is of no weight 
againſt our Liberty: For.Number being the 
Natural Power of a Kingdom, the Artificial 
(which is the Executive part of the Government) 
muſt needs-move heavily ary] dangeruuſly when it 
works againſt it. 

But if a Law be no ſecurity, becauſe of the 5. 
of a Packt Parliament, and Force to back. it, 
what ſecurity, after" all, can the Penal Statutes 
and Teſts be * are they any more then Law ? If 
it be ſaid, they caution and awe the Roman Caths- 
licks. 1 fay the iolation of a Great Charter for 
Liberty of: Conſcience will do.it much :more, 
becauſe the Penalty may be Greater, and better 
fixt an1 applyed. And fince'we- only fear the Re- 
peal of the One by a Packt Parliament, as well 
as the Other, the Authority which aboliſhes 
either, is equally Invalid, 'and therefore the Cau- 
Lien and Fear of Violating| the one, muſt needs 

| be 


| TP 
be-zs: Great--as of Overthrowing the other. 
- This would be leſs difficult tousto apprehend, 
If we made the equal Reflections that bzcome 
our prefent Condition. We look on France till 
we frighten our ſelves from the beſt means of 
our worldly Happineſs, but-wi!l not look at 
' home {upon greater [ Cruelties, if we confider 
| Theirs were exerciſed againft thoſe of anothe; 
Religion, but Ours upon the People of our 
own ; tho when we obſerve their Condudt elſe- 
where, it 15 eafie to ſee, it muſt have ſomething 
particular in it. But at the ſame time we 
take no notice of the greateſt Tranquility 
in Germany and Switzerland under a compleat Li- 
berty. | 
bibs thing but the Fruit of Law, The 
ement of Princes and States, The Great 
Charter of thoſe Countries inviglably kept theſe 
forty years,- The Thing his Majeſty, with fo 
much Zeal and Goodneſs prefles to eſtabliſh 
in his Dominions? Why then may not that 
be done here that has been ſo happily acted elſe- 
where ? . Are our Papifts and Proteſtants worſe 
here then there ? Or are our Differences grea- 


ter ? Or are our Numbers more dangerouſly un- 
. B equal, 


Fun that we dare not hex Lani ethns 
in our very Cireamſtances are ſo under ? 
They don't anly. endure; one ers 

on, but take their. Turns the ſame in. te 
ſame Churches or Places for Divine Worſhip ; and 
will not the fame Kingdom rveus ?- we muſt 
then have the worſt: of- |Natures, or be the 
worſe for our. Religion, And tho. many, good 
reaſons haye been given|, and may'be elſe 
where tm evidence of this Notion, 1-wiflt: vew- 
ture to offer a few at this. time that never filw / 
Light yet, that-I know, of, and which . may / 
happen'to give ſome, to thoſe that labour wn- 
der the disbeltef of it. |} 

I fay then, a GREAT CHARTER 
for Liberty of Conſcietice, to be 'made and kept, is 
not only the true. Intercſt-of the Raman Cathe- 
Lies, bat they tht, becanſe they muſt Think / 

For if the Deflru&inof Proteftaney, by 
"vey of Violenee, had: been their - f 
much as it is our Feur; they had bittione Bhs 
in the Warld to- have brougit -it to{paſs, and 
that was;to huve mate the #aſt uſe of the Chuteh 
bf Raolinds Penal Laws, which they foutd ready 
" thelr Hinds; for the Dyſltv of the Proteſtant 


enters, 


(1m) | 
br ny and to" which /he could not refuſe - her 
ciples of Obedience, if there 
were 110 fa es t 4n her to ther Fierce and In- 
humane chaſe. By this, one Party of Proteſtants, 
had beenicafily. made the Means of the others 
Extupation,' and how far '-Pleaſures, Honours, 
Offices and Fear would have gone to have made 
an ceatixe Conqueſt, eafie upon her, #s not the - 
hardeſt thing 1n the World to mm, when 
the Bodies of her Diffenters had been thus 
cruelly difſolzed by her. And if this have any 
ſenſe in it, we muſt conclude, | that delrvering 
one Party of Proteſtants from the Rage and 
Power of the other, cannot be a way to bring 
mn P I own, it may affe& the preſent 
Eccle afbical Policy of the Church of England, 
but 1 gever took "that for Proteftancy : On the 
contrary, it -has evidently weaken'd the better 
part of the Proteſtant Intereſt in General, in 
theſe Kingdoms, ever fince the Reformation. 
But befides this, *tis one thing to Conſtrain a 
Law from the Prince, and another to have 1t 
offer d by the Prince ; 'The one, to be ſure, he 
thinks againſt his Intereſt,and the other he takes 
to 0 be as —_— for it. And if he thinks it is 
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fits Intereft to/preferve ſuc] a I;aw; we are fure 
of our: Safety by it. That: which--moves hin 
fo it, muſt oblige him-to maintain it ; and ifhe 
does not heartily intend to, fupport thisLiberty, 
| his giving it, muſt needs increaſe the Power 
and Intereſt he would ſuppreſs-: An Error too 
groſs to be made with ſo much Preparation and 
Art. Nor isthis all, in my opinion it-is mnch 
more reaſonable to believe that a-Law for Li- 
berty of Conſcience ſhould” preſerve us againſt 
the thing we apprehend fo much, viz. - Popery, 
becauſe *tis eafier to fall from one Extreamito 
another, then from a Mean to an Extream : 
And *tis certain, there are more Parties con- 
cern'd to ſupport ſuch a Law: for Liberty, then 
to- maintain thoſe of Severity; - for the Church 
of Englan1 only appears to uphold theſe, but 
all Parties beſides agree to maintain That. And 
if it was the Intereft of the Roman Catholicks to 
divide the Difſenters from| the Church of Eng- 
land, tobe ſure they cannot think it ſafe to unite 
| Them: They have divided Them by the Li- 
berty, But any attempts tb take it away-will ir: 
fallibly- joyn them; And when I confider how 
much more' the Roman Catholicks- wil in all 
: probability 


x 1 
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probability want Liberty in after Raigns, ther 
the Diflenters in this, Iam alſo led to Con- 
clude, that they are not ſo ſecure in the Repeal 
. of the Penal Laws and Teſts themlelves, as in 
their own. Moderation 1n the uſe gf the Liberty 
that follows : -Fcr 4 Parliament in after Raigns 
may eaſily return them, and worſe, if that can 
be, and will certainly doit, if they uſe their 
preſent opportunity too Eagrely and Partially ;. 
but- no. Parliament will ever think ſo harſh a 
Conſtitution fit te be reviv'd,- when the Mode- | 
ration-of the Gentlemen: againſt whom it was 
made, * hath proy'd it Uſeleſs, Unreafon- 
able:and Unſafe. This confideration 18a reci-- 
procal: Caution to: Us,” not to refuſe them the. 
Rights of Engliſh-Men, and to I hem, not to 
miſ-uſe them, . And fince hitherto we ſeem not 
ſo angry at the Liberty, as. at the Manner of irs 
being granted: ; -if we. are - fincere in this, we. 
cannot refuſe the King in our own way, I mean, 
by.Law.. And inmy Opmion, . tis a point gain'd, 
not. to have. this eaſe. Precarious from the Crown, 
as well as that it ſhews the Kings /incerity be-- 
yond a doubt; that he 1s Soheitous to: affure ſo 
greata (ood tous in oyr own method. 
| Let 


(14 13 
Let, it notthen be thought a Crime, 'that he 
<oes ſo, or that he takes the next and plaineſt 
ways to d:ſcriminate Perſons for that end; for 
if the Conſequence of his Endeavours were to 
ruin others for- a Party, it might be thought 
Packing indeed ; but when it is to open Encloſures 
and dove! Intereſts, and by Law, to ſecure Them 
from the Ambitton of 6 one _ it ſeems to = 
to be Unpacking of the Whole, 
ivhich hath been Ftp long P {7 tor Gl Gulf 
| Party.” And truly 7 _ if yet ſc 
ceritygf the Prince, Iknow not an od Sa 
better way to aflure our ſelves, then by chufi 
ſuch Penſons to ſerve in'' Parliament, w 
Love and Sincerity forthisLiberty we have the 
greateſt Confidence in; . Foxasthat will certain- 
iy help to facilitate the Vork, ſo where two” 
Parties ſeem to confpire « oneend, nothing 'dif- 
coversthe Inſincerity &f one/fide, like the Truth' 
and Integtity of the other /in-perfuing it. Let 
' usnot then diſlike Libertyin the Kings way, 
\ andrefuſe it in our own, becauſe he would make it 
b5; for that would juſtly queſtion our Truth 
and Charity, without wing, our pretence of 
Religion or datety'1s vain. a 
| e 
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_ Wehavecheard it ſaid, that the Perſecution of 
the laſti Raigit came from the Papiſts, and therefore 
we catmot expetF they /hould be ſincere for Liberty in 
this ; but if thiat were true, (tho it could not be 
the. Romgn'Catbolicks that forc'd the late King to 
cancel his Declaration: tot Liberty, or that cowrn'd = 

the Difſenters of a Law for it) yet there is this 
uſe.to be made of the Trick, that now the Roman 
Catholicks are for Liberty, the Churth of Englan1 

eannot, with any.ctedit,be againſt it. '\; 
_  Ontthecontrary, it ſhows,. if they. did Mcve 
thoſe Storms of Pefſecution, it was to conſtrain 
the Diſſenters to jor with them” in the Repeal of. 
the Laws that rais'd.F hem, that ſo they might 
| be allow'd' ts. ſhare in the, Calm :- People are 

moſt apt to ſee the'Neceflity and Benefit of Li- 
berty by the want of it. 

- It isa Misfortune to be lamented, the Church of 
England ſhowld always be againſt Liberty, when: 
the Court is for it, becauſe the Court,. in her opi- 

nion, 1s:not Sincere ; when at the ſame time; the 
knows; itis at no time to be had without them : A 
way. for poor Diflenters, never to. hope ſor 

fuch a thing as Liberty of Conſcience at her 

kands: Forwithout offering any Violence to 

| the. 


3 | acnilin | iy." t with her 
Hi - favour, They mul b Pacehe their Intereſt wil 
have them ſe. And tho it is Imagin'd the Diffen- 
ter has no other bottom for his Confidence. and 
ConjunQion then the Roman Catholicks Faith 
an | Truth, tis too mean/an Infinuation 
his underſtanding, that I afſure that Author's 
yet Good and' Jealous enough, not to de 
upon either the Cauncel'o Trent, or-the Chir 
ty Nine Articles for his ſal ety. By No means ;z 
thoſe Fpiritual Mortgage olks = of. their 
Soha too uncertain © Blourities about world- 
ly Matters, 'unleſs Men had, at leaft, a:better - 
\ PiaQtice. Nothing, humanely ſpeaking, faxes 
any Man like his Intereft/; And tho this Agree- 
ment were only Hobſon” $choice i in Roman Catho- 
lick and Diſſenter,the ſccugity is not the leſs ; For 
what-ever be the Morality of any Party, if I am 
ure of them by the fide of Intereſt and Nedeſſty, 
] will 'never eek. or value an Enſurance  b 
Oaths and Teſts.” Tatereft is the choice. Men 
Naturally rake, and Neceſſity compels Submiſ- 
fion from the unhappy Subjects of her Power, 
An1 tho ſome do lnfinuate that better terms 


are 


| (4) 
fe 't6 be hop'd from the Church of ' 
hereafter, then now from the Roman Cat Ty 
I take leave to ſay, that it 1s an unwarrantable 
uſe of Providence, for them to negle& the 
preſent Certain Overtures (tho they were the 
effeas of Neceſfity )) out'of -hopes the Church 
of Englund will uſe them better, when ſhe has 
Power, mot to do it, and not to care : when all 
Parties ſhow their abuſe of Power 'in their 
- turns, 'tis reaſon enough to embrace the Bene- 
fit of Neceflity from the firſt that offers : And no- 
— elſe, Ifear, moves the Church of England 
promiſe ; And if ſogreata number may lie 
a Rer Cach a Neceſfity, a leſs number cannot but 
be under a greater, and that T take to be the 
Roman Catholicks Caſe, and our Aſſerance, 
If the Church of England could fecure the 
Diffenters without that compliance ſhe fears, 
*twere ſomething, if not, they are under an 
equal neceſſity to accept what the Roman Catholiks 
are under to offer : And for this reaſon, -I cannot 
but think her joyning in the Liberty more rea- 
ſonable, then their rs it for her ſake. If 
the affe&san Union, why ſhould ſhe uphold the 
Means of Diviſion ? " not the Difſenters to 


ſulpeft 
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g fuſpett her Integrity, intefuſing-a good Untler- 
ſtanding,n the very way that muſt ſavethoſeſhe 
 wouldgain? Andfince [ſhe 1s fure They won't 
turn Papiſts,how does the loſe Them inthat way, 
in which ſhe can only-pretend to have Them,va. 
as Proteſtants ; for otherwiſe they will as little 
conform to her. Andif|the Price of her Good 
Will muſt be to uphold.the Brand of her -Con- 
duct, and Means of theirown Ruin, Itis what 
they can never give, and ſhe ALLIS OM and 
Wiſdom ſhould never ask; _ 

And what ever is ſuggeſted , it-is too. 'un- 
 warily thought of any, that the Diſſentets in- 
tend.-only their {ſecurity : againſt the Power 
of the. Church of England, » 'tis won g the 
Spirit of Perſecution in all Clumnchas , they 
all fry to be ja Jafe; that, which ſo. ever: f then 

happens tos have: the Government, the Reſt 
maybe ſecure under it ; Elſe, "tis but ſhutting 
one Door againſt an Evil, an1 opening anther #0 
let it in. - If ſhe will pleaſe but to-tell me what 
way ſhe can. ſecure the Niflenters againſt her 
own. Ambition, when one! of her Communion. ' 
 Aſcends the Thrane, Ewill undertake to tell 
| her, bow ſhe: and the Dok lenters. maybe /a ca 
from 


a 


} 
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From. the Danger of Popery in the Raign: of 
a King of that Religion. - For the Spirit of Per- 
ſecution being the ſame every where, it muſt have 
the ſame. Remedy,  \She can't think we ought. 
to Truſt Her, That won't Truſt,and That makes 
Truſting Dangerous. 

| _ And what-ever the Gentlemen of her-Com- 
munion are pleasd- to. ſuggeſt of the preſent- 
good unlerſtanding, between the Roman Catho- 
licks and; ;Dyxflenters,--+to - blow their Intereſt 
with the People, Men: mult be greatly Im- _ 
pos'd upon, to Imagine the preſent Affinity be-- 

tween them, can regard -any thing but their 
common Safety-; and common ' Danger| rakes 
that every where, reaſonable and neceſſary. If this 
were not the caſe, I thould hold my felf-, con-: 
cern'd to- a& another Part in this affair; -And 
it this be the caſe, it - plainly ariſwers: all the 
Jealouſie afn.| Objection of the I1mes:: For 
tis as lawful. tor-them to joyn1 in this- as-1n 
any, .Society. of ..Þ rade ,., and mere requiſite, 
I lay, It can be no-juſt, Refleion.-frem the 
G huch of "England, when they muſt be- ill 
read, that. don't. know, 'that/'ſhe is the  Half- 
way Houſe becween the two Diffenters,. and 
of: that 


thet the Proteftant Diſſenter 'is- 2 refine- upon: 
her, as ſhe is upon the Church of 'Reme. $6 
that tho it be true that they yyn with the Pa. 
piſts, it 1s as true that it 1s not with Popery, but for- 
Liberty, which the fame Author tells.us,is fuch 
a contrazidtion to Infallibility, which is his dangerous 
Popery : Tho I muſt tell him, I think it a grea- 
ter to Perſecute People upon a profeſſed fallible- 
Principle. Let it fatisfie that Gentleman and 

his Followers, whoſe main drift, is Rally: 
Diffenters for relying on Reoi/h Faith for ſecurt- | 
ty, that tho They joyn with Roman Catholicks to. 
et Liberty, They will traft them, and every 
body elſe, as little as they can to Keep it, 'and 
. befs joyn. with them to- take it away. On 
the contrary, in caſe of | ſuch attempts, *tis: 
reaſonable to believe they will ſooner unite with 
the Church of England ta Pfeſerve, what they 
now ſo freely oppoſe Her to obtain. But it 
 raay be ſaid, It will then be foo late, and therefire 
new too dangerous, to give a ys, in the mean 
while, fo much Play and Progreſs. * This were an 
Hazard indeed, if the Roman Catholicks could do 
any thing then, that they cannot do now, or if 
' the Diſſenters were to be les Numerous, leſs. 
þ Senfible 
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E&nfible,or lefs Free and Able torefent it. I can- 
not ſee how the Roman Catholicks can be in a 
better Cor dition-to Hurt us, if the Difſenters are 
not-in a worſe to Help us. Certainly thetr num- 
bers muſt have-the odds, | 
On the other hand, the Diflenters, under Per- 
ſecution,can do nothing, and while the Liberty 
' is Precarious. they dare do nothing; fo' that the 
way to-render them uſeful to oppoſe the Viol- 
ence fear'd,is to make their Intereſt in theLiber- 
ty Legal,as well as that a Legal Freedom 1s the beſt 
way to prevent all violent attempts in-theRoman 
Cathalicks. For when the Law ſupports their 
Joynt Intereſt, that will naturally joyn and lead 
Them to.maintain the Law that defends it. 1 
ſhall be heartily ſorry if the Church of England 
cannot tell how. to venture her ſelf with thoſe 
under Liberty, who have liy'd fo well with her 
under her Perſon: Tho,as Thave ſaid _— 
there is no Truſt 1n the caſe, fince,. therefore, a 
Law is defired,that we may nat rely on ſo frail a 
Security * And where a Law puts all Farties 
upon one Bottom, I catinot-help thinking all Par- 
ties are oblig d in Ezample and Intereſt carefully 
to preſerve it. And if we would but reflect 
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hw much-more Law in all Ages hath preſery'a 
Mankind then Force, we would leſs argue the 
Inſecurity of Law ; but 'tis utterly Inconfiſt- 
int at.,a time, when, we plead the Almightineſs 
of preſent Laws for our Safety. 
_ .. Inſhoxt, If ſheonly.ſecks.to be Safe, let her 
not refuſet the Security that Others are ready to 
take, and if ſhe defires more, 'tis an unhappy 
Inſtance of, her loye to Dominion, and they can 
never ; lafe that Grant it;. Let her not then 
be Fond ut Wiſe; and remember, -that the Se- 
curity is not  deſtroy'd, |but Chang'd and En- 
' largid: For. from. a Sragle,it becomes more then a 
Double Bart, and They that reject ſuch a Secu- 
rity,cannot be thought fiacere in askiog of any. 
But, be:that as 4t will, If we can but once ſee A 
MAGNA CHARTA for. | Liberty,of Conſcience, 
Eſtabliſh'din theſe Kingdoms by.,the witdom 
of :aParliament, They, yall. be very Hardy; in- 
deed, who Dare, at any time, Attempt to Soake 
It, T hat has the 7 ealouſfte,, Unian-and Keſolution 
of ſi many Great, Seriq:4s a ag 3} ealthy Intereſts to 
ſupport It. 
wil not ſay, what this Charter ſha!l be, for 
it does not beco,ne me,, nor jt it yt time ; but I 
dare 
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dare ſay,that it may be, and in flich terms too; as 
all Parties ſhall find their Account : And-unlefs 
that be the Reaſon why any will oppoſe it, It can 
neither miſs to be, nor to be kept ; and if ſucha 
Diflenter be'to be found to this common Good, 
his oppoſition makes him a Common Enemy. I ſay, 
nothing can oppoſe ſuch a Charter, but State Reli- 
10n, and that which can Govern the reſt, will 
Flazard the reſt. A National Religion by Law, 
where it is not ſo by Number and Inclination, is 
a National Naſance ; for it will ever be matter of 
Strife. If ſheſeeks to be Safe, but not to Rule, 
that which preſerves the reſt, ſecures her ; If more 
isexpected, 'tis leſs reaſonable, in my opinion, 
for the Reſt to Sacrifice their Safety to her Au- 
thority, then. only. to ſubject her Rule to their 
rity. 


